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ALASKA AVIATION EXPERIENCE

We look forward to your arrival at APEX Alaska Aviation Experience on Visnaw Lake in Wasilla,
Alaska!

To prepare for your flight experience we have included some important information. You will be
staying on Visnaw Lake in Wasilla, Alaska on the property of APEX Alaska Aviation Experience.
We are your hosts, Martin and Toni Hinshaw, and we live on the Visnaw Lake property of five (5)
acres.

Preparation:

We recommend you familiarize yourself with:

1. FAA Seaplane Flying Handbook FAA-H-8083 Clicking the link will download it.
Hard copy of this document is available for $15.00 here at Visnaw Lake

2. Notes of a Seaplane Instructor by Burke Mees
Hard copy available for $30.00 at Visnaw Lake
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Checklist:

o VALID Passport/ State Identification
Pilot License
IACRA Login and Password
Current Aviation Medical (Medical with back cut off is INVALID)
Headset & charger
Logbook
Clothing that you can layer
Hiking boots
Indoor slippers (outdoor shoes are not allowed inside residences/lodging facilities)
Sunglasses
Sunscreen
Swimsuit
Sun hat
Rain jacket
Binoculars
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The ASES checkride with the DPE (Designated Pilot Examiner) is $1000.00. You can pay cash, Venmo,
Apple Pay, Zelle, or credit card (3% fee added).

We recommend picking up any food and supplies in Anchorage or Wasilla on your way out to Visnaw
Lake.

There are two (2) locations in Anchorage for New Sagaya Market, a local grocery.
Natural Pantry at 3680 Barrow Street in Anchorage offers organic, vegan and healthier
specialty options.

We shop at the Wasilla Fred Meyer (Kroger’s) 1501 E. Parks Hwy.

Three Bears Alaska, 445 N. Pittman Rd., general grocery, pantry and outdoor supplies.
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Visnaw Lake:
APEX Alaska Aviation Experience on Visnaw Lake is a NON-SMOKING PROPERTY.

Toni, info@apexak.com, (907) 671-3437 will be your primary APEX contact on our property for
lodging and general questions. Feel free to contact her prior to your arrival and let her know what
time you will be arriving at Visnaw Lake so she can help you get checked in.

You can check into our lodging facilities after 2:00 pm with 10:00 pm being the absolute latest as to
respect our other guests and neighbors. You can arrive early and enjoy the common spaces and
Visnaw Lake but you may not be able to get into your room prior to 2:00 pm.

Room checkout on your last day is 11:00 am and we will email your invoice on this day. You are
welcome to hang out on the property after you leave your room as we simply need access for cleaning.

We offer two (2) separate lodging facilities on our APEX property:

Upper Hangar Apartment - The orange upper hangar houses the Beaver and has 3 bedrooms

each with a queen bed, 2 full bathrooms (1 upstairs, 1 downstairs), an upstairs common room with
chairs and a sofa bed. The main floor has a kitchen, dining room and laundry area with a stacked,
high capacity, washer and dryer. This upper apartment is located on the main APEX property but set
back a bit from the lake. Your view out your window will be mostly trees but we don't expect you will
be spending much time in your room unless you are there to close your eyes against the midnight
sun as you rest up for tomorrow's adventure.

Lower Hangar Loft - The blue lower hangar loft is a cozy residence above the main APEX hangar. It
has two separate sleeping areas. The upstairs has a queen bed and a full bath. You can open the
door to the upstairs deck and enjoy a spectacular southern view of Visnaw Lake. You will be sleeping
directly above the hangar floor. The downstairs has a full bath, a sofa bed in the living room, and a
kitchenette/dining area with a washer and dryer.

Our entire property is on a septic system so take note that we only use septic safe toilet paper and
nothing else gets flushed-no wipes of any kind, no paper towels and no personal items.

We live in the log home so, unless there is an emergency, please respect our privacy and do not
knock on our doors or ring the doorbell. We also ask that you respect our neighbors’ space and
privacy. Please be cognizant of outside noise past 9:00 pm.
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Directions for APEX Alaska Aviation Experience at 4645 N. Gunflint Trail, Wasilla, AK 99623 on
Visnaw Lake T66:

If you are coming from the South DO NOT take Pittman Road.
On East Parks Highway, coming from Anchorage, go into and past downtown Wasilla.

Continuing on East Parks Highway, go PAST the Holiday gas station (at Pittman Road) and go to the
next red right at Circle K gas station (currently being built) and turn RIGHT, at the light, onto Meadow
Lakes Loop.

After 2 miles on Meadow Lakes Loop turn LEFT on Meadows Lake Drive.

After 1.82 miles (there will be a long block of many mailboxes on the right side of road) turn HARD
LEFT on Skyview Drive.

After 0.6 miles turn RIGHT on N. Gunflint Trail.

Drive 2.1 miles then you will get to a “T” intersection. Turn RIGHT onto a PRIVATE gravel drive and go
to the last driveway on the right, you will pass two (2) houses, we are the third and last property. You
will immediately see a hangar to your left just inside the gate as well as a log house and a lower
hangar facing Visnaw Lake.

The gate will be locked so please contact Toni (907) 671-3437, if you haven’t already, so you
can gain entry and get settled into your reserved residence and appropriate parking area.

Vehicle Parking:

DO NOT PARK on any of our neighbors’ property including the grassy areas beside the private gravel
driveway.

There is space available, on our property, for a couple of cars just outside the gate, to the left of the
boulders.

Parking inside the gate will be determined by which hangar residence you will be staying in. We will
direct you to the appropriate parking area once you arrive.

NO CARS are allowed to go beyond the lower hangar onto the blacktop (towards the lake).
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Ground instruction and flight training:

Neither ground instruction nor flight training will begin until the day after you check in. This is to help
with any jet lag and hopefully get you rested and ready for the first day of your APEX Alaska Aviation
Experience!

Just so you understand, our flight instructors are paid for ground instruction and flight time ONLY and
are NOT paid by the hour. Therefore, we encourage clients to reward good experiences with our
flight instructors by tipping and/or taking care of meals and activities that occur outside flight time
and ground instruction time. We appreciate our professional, friendly and hard-working flight
instructors and hope you do as well.

A few of our favorite food spots in Wasilla:

e Bearpaw River Brewing Company has good pizza, salads, numerous beer options, rotating
flavors of kombucha and outdoor seating.

e Grape Tap has a varied menu, nice wine list and outdoor seating.

e Pho Lucky offers good curry and a variety of Thai food.

e Basil Ginger is a go-to for sushi and Asian flavors.

e Roadside Bar & Grill, breakfast, lunch and Dinner

e Chop House, located on Lake Lucille, accessible by float planes.

e Everett’s, located on Wasilla Lake (K5L6), has good eats and is a popular spot for float planes.

Wasilla Farmers Market: Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., west end of Iditapark (corner of Nelson and
Weber St.), June through mid-September.
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